Dr. Mike,

My wife has a 6-year-old Saddlebred Mare.  She noticed that the horse was listless and stretching her neck, almost like she was trying to clear her ears.  We had our vet come out and she was running a fever of 103.  The vet gave her a penicillin injection, an injection of bute and antibiotic medication. His diagnosis was swollen salivary glands.  Is this like equine strep throat?  What may have caused the infection and how serious is it?  Thank you. - Michael, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Michael,

I would think you might be talking about swollen lymph glands? Lymph gland swelling can occur for a variety of reasons. Sometimes they will enlarge due to an antigenic response such as a vaccine. Bacterial or viral infections can also cause them to enlarge. With Strangles or Strep they can enlarge, form abscesses and bust open and drain. It is possible to have an inflamed salivary gland but from what you are telling me I would be leaning more towards swollen lymph nodes. I would think that you are dealing with either a viral or bacterial infection. Both can be very contagious but most will improve with treatment. Again in situations like this the horse is usually well before 

This information gets published. Please be sure to ask the attending veterinarian to explain the situation to your understanding. – Dr. Mike

Dr. Martin,

I have a 5 yr. old gelding that has produced lumps on his cannon bones.  I have researched and had them looked at last summer.  I was told that they are splints.  He grew very fast as a two year old, so I didn't start him till he was 3+ years old.  Lately he has become sore on this front leg and upon looking at his leg there are several more hard lumps.  These are SUPER hard and don't seem to bother him when we push on them and he doesn't limp all the time.

 He has not been ridden since October and has had no injuries. Do you think the problem is going to result in him being unsound and what should we do?  Would x-rays help?  We do plan on going to a vet, but was hoping to get and idea of what it may be before we go?  We are hoping there is a treatment for this.  He is our favorite pet and he is a SUPER horse! Thank you VERY MUCH! - Michelle

Michelle, 

It does sound like your horse has splints. They can be caused by rapid growth, feet that are not level, poor conformation and several other reasons. Although horses can get sore when the splints appear usually they end up

Being only cosmetic problems. I do not get to concerned about splints unless they are painful. If the horse is lame I definitely think it needs a lameness exam and work-up. This is the only way to determine where the lameness is originating. – Dr. Mike

Dr. Mike,

I just had a new horse delivered and during her 4-hour ride to our home she banged her front hoof on a partition in the trailer.  Her hairline above her hoof was skinned up and below the cornet band the hoof has some small abrasions, but not to deep.  I soaked her in antibacterial soap and then I put some triple antibiotic on her.  She has some swelling in the leg but no heat. It has been two days and I have continued the treatment above.  The closest vet is 1 1/2 hours away. What kind of signs should I look for, and how long should I continue the soaking and ointment treatment?  She seems to move around ok on it with a limp she is able to keep mobile in a grass field and then she can get into an open stall for feed.  Thanks for your time, Kari

Kari,

This is another question that is hard to answer. Without doing an exam I cannot offer any advice. This could be a superficial abrasion that will resolve with time or it might be something more serious. Radiographs and /or antibiotics might be indicated. I do not know if the injury could be deep enough to involve the joint or if there was enough trauma to the coronary area that might cause the horse to slough the foot. The other possibility and the one that I hope happens is that by the time this is published, the horse is well or it has been taken to a veterinarian for treatment. – Dr. Mike

