Dear Dr. Martin,

I have a horse with a swollen sheath and he’s stocked up.  Can you help? – Robin, submitted via horsegazette.com

Dear Robin,

There are several things that can cause a swollen sheath and\or stocking up. Is the horse usually out and now it is being kept up? Is the exercise regimen the same? Has the horse been de-beaned lately? Has the diet changed? Is it an old horse or young horse. All these questions need to be answered and the horse needs to have a good physical exam by your veterinarian. – Dr. Martin

Dear Dr. Martin,

We have a 7-year-old Oldenburg gelding. Very suddenly he started showing some strange behavior. After he is warmed up and ridden for a while he will throw out one of his front legs as if he is trying to do an extended trot.  He does not appear lame, and not in pain.  It is most noticeable at the trot but he will do it at the walk also. We took him to the University of Madison Vet School and they did a neurological exam and he was a “0”, showing no signs of neurological disease. We then took him down a 2nd time for a lameness exam. We lunged him (they didn’t have it set up for us to ride him) and he did not do the “throwing out of his front legs” thing for them. They saw no lameness in the front and thought he was having slight lameness issues in the back, and so did x-ray and nerve block in his back legs and shows some very mild arthritis in his back hocks. They injected his back hocks and we were sent on our way. 

Have you ever heard of this before?  I am going to videotape him and send them a tape.  Thanks – Cathy, submitted via horsegazette.com.

Dear Cathy,

Without seeing the horse it is very hard to determine what might be going on. I think video-taping the horse is a good starting point. If the vets looking at your horse cannot see it doing what you are describing then it is impossible to determine what is wrong. In my experience I cannot recall ever seeing a horse that is doing what you are describing. Send the tape to the vet school and see if they have any suggestions. - Prism
 

Dear Dr. Martin,

I have an 18-year-old mare that gave birth to a healthy colt thee weeks ago. She gave birth on a fresh bed of pine shavings, covered by a layer of straw. Sixteen hour later I gave her a butt bath with diluted Dawn and thoroughly washed off the soap with warm water. I had my vet check both within 2 hours to ensure all was well and there was no problem found. Since this birth everything was going great. Both are eating well and are in very good condition.

I am presently feeding my mare the following:  Legends Mare and Foal, Alfalfa cubes & grass forage from Southern states, 2 hours pasture feeding, fresh water morning and night and a have a mineral block available. 

She was wormed and given a 7-way shot with tetanus 21 days before the birth of the foal and was wormed again 10 days after foaling.  Her stall is cleaned twice morning and night and the stall bedding is from the Southern states.

In the past week I have noticed this mare is losing her coat from the Coccygleus area extending over the semitendinosus muscle on both sides. She is not itching the tail bone/dock area. I have seen evidence that she is rubbing the buttocks. This started about a week before she gave birth, but it was only mild rubbing until recently.  Today I passed my hand over this area and the hair was literally falling off.  It reminds me of the spring shedding horses go through only the hairs that remain look like someone has shaved the skin. I have checked her vagina area there is no drainage and everything looks normal. Stools and urine are normal. Appetite and attitude are normal.

My questions are what could be causing this reaction?  Can mare’s have a hormonal drop after birth that could cause hair loss?  Could she be lacking a certain vitamin in her diet?

Sorry this is so detailed but I wanted to include all information I thought might be relevant to the problem exhibited.  – Thanks Lorrie

Dear Lorrie, 

It is possible that hormones or the stress of foaling could be causing some hair loss but new hair should be coming in. Although you were very detailed in your story you failed to mention what the horse was de-wormed with. I would discuss your worming program with your veterinarian. I think that would be a good place to start. If this does not help than I would suggest having you vet examine the horse and see if it might be fungal or something along those lines. If all else fails a skin biopsy of the affected area might help. – Dr. Martin
