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By Texas state law, anyone can purchase a horse for slaughter, including those with a “red collar” denoting the horse does not have a current negative Coggins test.

“A horse without a current negative Coggins test can be passed through a Texas auction and can be purchased by anyone,” says Bob Hillman DVM, executive director of the Texas Animal Health Commission. (TAHC)  “The horse is going to go to slaughter,” says Dr. Hillman, “And a VS Form 1-27 will be issued by the auction company at the time of the sale.”  The auction house cannot discriminate against any buyer, he said.

VS Form 1-27 is a pre-movement authorization for movement of animals to restricted designations.  Any horse without a current Negative Coggins is going to slaughter and nowhere else, Dr. Hillman said.

Anyone can be a “slaughter buyer”.  A slaughter buyer is someone who buys an equine on their own account, as a employee or agent of a slaughter facility, or on a commission basis for the purpose of being slaughtered.  A slaughter buyer must maintain required records, which include the VS Form 1-27.

Under Texas law the requirements for the change of ownership of a horse include a negative Coggins test, except for a nursing foal with a dam that has a negative test, and horses sold to slaughter.

If Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) is such a threat to the health of horses in Texas, as the TAHC suggests, requiring all horses taken to an “assembly” have a negative Coggins, why would the law allow horses without such a test be taken to a public auction (assembly)?

Dr. Hillman would only say, “That’s the law, right or wrong.”

When asked if he agreed with the law, his reply was, “I was not here when the law was argued and enacted.”

In trying to explain what he thought was the purpose of the law, Dr. Hillman said he thought it was written so that a person wanting to get rid of a horse wouldn’t have to pay the costs of getting a Coggins test.

If a person who owns a horse wants to get rid of the horse, why should that exempt him from having to pay for a Coggins test, Dr. Hillman was asked?  Dr. Hillman’s reply: “That’s just the way the law was written.”

The law, however, has a bit more to it.  If the horse has no current Coggins test, then the horse is sent to slaughter.  When it gets to the slaughter house, the slaughter house is required to run a Coggins test on the horse, and the cost of the test is borne by the TAHC—in other words, the taxpayer.

So the person who wants the horse slaughtered, and gets the money for the sale of the horse, also gets his Coggins test paid for through taxes paid by other horse owners.

Why is a Coggins test run at the slaughter house since the horse is going to be slaughtered?  The answer remains the same; because that’s what the law says.

Dr. Hillman noted that some of the horses tested at slaughter houses are in fact “positive” reactors to the Coggins test.

If that is the case, Dr. Hillman was asked, “do all the horses that were at the auction get tested again since they were exposed to a positive EIA horse?

“That is what should be done,” Dr. Hillman said.

Would the state of Texas then be responsible for damages if a horse at the auction with a negative Coggins later had a positive Coggins, having been exposed to a positive horse based on Texas law?

Dr. Hillman was not executive director of the TAHC when the law was enacted, and he recognizes that the law may need to be reexamined in light of the current bills in the US House of Representatives and Senate that would ban the slaughter of horses for human consumption.  There won’t be any need for the current regulations if the slaughter houses are banned, Dr. Hillman said.

In the light of how things are currently handled maybe these questions also need to be addressed:

If EIA is such a danger to horses in Texas, why would the law allow any horses at any assembly without a current Coggins?  (Texas does not report how many horses die annually from EIA.  The last time I requested the figure, it was not available.)

Why wouldn’t the state require all horses exposed to a horse without a negative Coggins be tested at state expense if the state law allows the exposure?

Why doesn’t the state have inspectors at all assemblies to check for current Coggins tests?

Why doesn’t the state demand inspectors be available to check all horses coming into the state?

How much taxpayer money is being wasted on laws in direct opposition to other state laws that are ineffective and un-enforced?

