“Please remember, there is a significant lapse between when these questions are sent in and when the answers appear.  If you feel your horse needs to be seen by a veterinarian, do not wait for a response. Call a reputable equine veterinarian in your area and let him or her examine your horse.  This is advice only and not meant to be a substitute for proper and prompt local veterinary care.

Welcome Dr. David M. Scwinghamer, DVM of Retama Equine Hospital who will also be answering “Ask the Vet” questions.

Dear Dr. Martin or Dr. David,

I have a 9yr old Tennessee walker that is acting funny today. When he walks he stumbles and is acting very tired. Now he is laying down, all the way down, head flat on the ground too. He loves carrots and apples but won't eat them right now. He won't get up unless we make him. I know there is not a lot you can tell me, not being able to see him. But we do not have a vet in this area as of yet. We have just moved from OH to IN. Is there anything you can tell me for now? – Jamie

Dear Jamie,
        Many things are possible with your horse. A history of lying down, stumbling and reluctance to eat can point to several different scenarios. Colic, neurological problems, liver disease and many other things can manifest themselves with clinical signs similar to ones your horse is experiencing. I would contact your local vet and have the horse looked at as soon as possible. Having a relationship with your veterinarian is very important. As I have discussed in the past there is a large lapse of time before these questions are printed. You don't necessarily have to have a vet come out every time something happens but you do need someone you can call and answer questions for you. Your vet is the one with the expertise and can help you to identify what is an emergency. Being new to the area I would recommend talking to local horse people and finding a good equine vet as soon as possible. – Dr. David

 

Dear Dr. Martin or Dr. David,

I need help.  I don’t know if my horse has HYPP or something else.  Ok, I just recently bought this horse and there were these pills that came with him.  The woman that sold him to me said they were for allergies and that he was allergic to Sweet Feed.  

Every time I try to turn him to the left he rears and that’s all he does.  This is about 3 weeks after we got him – before that he was fine, but now he is rearing and he’s just flipped out. 

My next door neighbor has a round pen and is a horse trainer and we worked and when we were done he follows, but I get on him and he rears.  I tried 2 more times and he reared again, but the 3rd time he did good and I rode him in the little pen.  When I rode him the next day in the big pen he reared when I tried to turn him to the left.  Will you HELP me please!  I’m only 13-years old and I’m already attached. - Katie

Dear Katie,
              It sounds like your horse is having behavioral problems and not medical problems. This also shows the importance of a thorough pre-purchase exam. Not only are we looking at the health and soundness of the animal but also trying to get an idea as to the disposition of the horse and whether the horse matches the buyer. As with the above question I think it is important that you have a good relationship with a local vet to help you with your horses. I also think it is important that you find out what the pills are and why your horse needs them. I am also going to suggest that you try to find a trainer to evaluate your horse. No horse is worth getting hurt over. Please be careful with this horse!!  - Dr. David

 

Dear Dr. Mike or Dr. David,

I have 4 miniature horses, 1 yearling and 2-2 year olds plus one 4 year old. Question is in my area 1 horse died from anthrax now I am scared and it was to close to my home. Is it safe to get all my miniature horses protected from this anthrax threat. Is there a vaccine that is specially for mini's and what would the side affects be? I would not want my guys dieing from a vaccine shot. – Lori

Dear Lori,
            Anthrax is not a problem in our local area so I will tell you what I know about this problem. Anthrax is present in isolated areas of Texas as well as North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska and Minnesota. It is a concern for you and your horses. There is a vaccine that is labeled for horses (this includes miniatures.) There can be some side effects with this vaccine as well as any vaccine. Talk to your local vet and explain your concerns and get their recommendation on vaccinating your miniatures. Dr. Pete Vaden, from Uvalde, Texas is in an area where Anthrax is a problem. I am sure he could answer your questions. -  Dr. David

 

Dear Dr. Mike or Dr. David

I have a quarter horse mare that was a twin. I bred her this spring and I was wondering if she has more of a chance of having twins herself because of this. If she is pregnant she would be about 60 days or so along now and I was told that it is too late to take one of the foals if she is carrying them is this also true? I guess my real question is if she is carrying twins and only one can not be taken should I have my vet abort both or just let nature take its course. If nature taking its course is the best option, then what are the odds of me loosing my mare over her being pregnant with twins? That is not a risk that I am willing to take. Hope to hear from you soon. Thanks. Sincerely, Jeff

Dear Jeff,
                 There are several ways this problem could have been handled. First the mare might be more likely to have twins because she is a twin. In this scenario I would recommend having a sonogram done at 17, 24, and 30 days post breeding to make sure she does not have twins. This needs to be done by someone who is competent in equine reproductive ultrasonography. If twins were present then that is the best time to address the issue. Twins can be aborted at any stage of gestation but the further along they are the more chance of complications. I have aborted mares at 6 months or less and not encountered complications although complications could happen.It is difficult to tell if a mare does have twins after about 30 days. Sometimes trans-abdominal sonograms are more useful than rectal sonograms later in gestation. I have seen mares carry twins to term and deliver them without problems but this is very rare. I would discuss your concerns with your vet, have a sonogram done and then make a decision on which way to proceed. - Dr. David

 

Dear Dr. Martin or Dr. David,


I have a 14-year-old pony. I thought she was pregnant and I just bought her. A friend a mine said she has cancer in her milk sack. I don’t have a vet close by. My kids love her. Please help. – Angie

Dear Angie,
            With horse ownership also comes responsibilities. Since you are the current owner you are now responsible for the health, care and welfare of the horse. Please find a veterinarian and get a relationship started with this person. Cancer of the mammary gland in horses is rare. I would be more inclined to think it might be mastitis, which is a bacterial infection in the udder. This condition requires examination and treatment by a veterinarian. Why does your friend think she has cancer? This again brings up the importance of a pre-purchase exam. These exams do not have to be extensive or overly expensive. At our hospital we have a pre-purchase exam and also what is called a client directed exam. This allows the client to express their concerns and to limit the extent of the exam. This also gives the client a chance to start a relationship with their vet. You need to find a vet. Also remember that horses do require regular maintenance such as vaccines, de-worming and teeth floating. - Dr. David

 
