Dear Dr. Martin,

Hi, I have a 6yr old Thoroughbred Gelding and he hurt himself while out in the field. He has a large swelling under him where the girth should go. The vet tells me it's a hematoma. How long do these swellings take to disappear? It's the size of a tennis ball. Thanks for your time.  Please help I would really appreciate your advice and is there anything I can do to speed the recovery up? – Gemma

Dear Gemma,

           Hematomas are a collection of blood under the skin. These are caused by trauma such as kicks etc. Some of these can develops into an abscess if there is also a puncture involved. Most will be fluid filled early on and then get harder with time. Most small hematomas will resolve with time but some need to be drained. I usually do a sonogram on the area and this will help visualize the consistency of the fluid inside. The sonogram aids me in my determination as to whether I need to open and drain it. I have seen hematomas as large as a basketball. They can take weeks to resolve. Since it is in the girth area I would not get in any rush because it could irritate the area. I would recommend having your vet re-check it in approximately 30 days. – Dr. Mike
Dear Dr. Martin,


I have a 5-month-old quarter horse paint colt.  He recently started with a few red circular red spots.  I was out of town for a few days, and when I returned, his hind area and hind legs were covered with those dime-size circular spots.  I took him to a local vet.  The vet took samples to send to our local university vet center.  The findings has not been received as of yet.  I have shown this horse to several people and horse professionals, and no one has seen a similar condition.  I sort of looks like ringworm, but the circles, are increasing in number, not size.  There are several places that the circles have completely run into each other and looking like a huge lump, about the size of a half-dollar.  These larger places are mostly on the hocks.  The circles are mainly on the white areas of the horse. – Leighann

 

Dear Leighann,

         There are several different possibilities in this situation. Fungal infections, cancer, bug bites and photosensitization can all cause these symptoms. Are the areas raw and bleeding? Is it strictly the hind limbs? What part of the country are you in? Is the horse inside or outside? What type of bedding is it on? The biopsy is probably the most important thing to do. The results are usually diagnostic and hopefully this will lead to a treatment plan. I have had horses that I had to do additional biopsies on before I was given a good diagnosis. Be patient, wait for the results of the biopsy and continue to communicate with your vet. – Dr. Mike
Dear Dr. Martin,

I purchased an older gelding a couple of months ago, and he has one floppy ear. Someone told me that the floppy ear is a sign of a vitamin/mineral deficiency. They didn't know what vitamin or mineral. Is this true? If so, what supplement should I be giving him? Thanks! Michele

 

Dear Michele
        Without examining the horse I am just making an assumption on past experience. Usually floppy ears are caused by nerve damage from a previous injury. Are there any scars or signs on trauma on that side of the face? There are many nerves that exit the skull that supply the different areas of the face and ears. If you have the trauma around the nerves it can cause paralysis or a floppy ear, lip, etc. I am assuming the ears have been checked for ear ticks and foreign objects. I doubt it is caused by a vitamin deficiency. – Dr. Mike
Dear Dr. Martin,

A 16 year old Morgan/QH gelding school horse we have has always been a little... unusual. More recently, he's been frequently urinating in lessons.  It's to the point where he will not go, and urinates up to ten or fifteen times in an hour, but in small doses. The vet has checked him out, and finds nothing wrong, including an x-ray of his kidneys. He does not seem to urinate an unusual amount in the field, or in his stall. He's had a chiropractor work on him, but it didn't show much improvement. What could it be? - Heather
Dear Heather,

This is a tough one. There are several reasons for frequent urination. They range from boredom, viral diseases, urinary tract infections, kidney and bladder stones, blister beetles, cancer, etc . The fact that the horse does it only when it is being ridden makes it a little more challenging. It is possible that the saddle is causing some pressure, but I doubt it. Trying a different saddle would be a good first step. After that you get into some in depth diagnostics. Did your vet x-ray or sonogram the kidneys? I would think a sonogram of the kidneys and bladder would be beneficial. This could diagnose stones or other abnormalities. An endoscopic exam of the urethra and bladder could also help rule out problems.  A chemistry panel would help assess normal kidney function. All these are diagnostic tests to help find an answer. Remember that it could also be a behavioral problem. So before spending tons of money on diagnostics, try to rule the behavior thing out first. Good luck!! – Dr. Mike
