I have a 4 year old gelding, Top, that was just recently purchased last month as another heading horse for my roping habit.  Starting last week he's started to chew on the tails of some of my other horses with horrible results, especially my palomino Brass's tail looking rather bobbed.  As of right now, the horse is corralled with just one other horse.  Next spring we'll be building him his own corral.  But to curb his appetite for tails, do you have any suggestions?  He is fed twice a day; mornings some nice alfalfa hay and evenings timothy hay, grained once a day, has minerals and block salt available to him and is exercised every day in and out of the arena.  I have my other gelding's tail wrapped to prevent further damage, but I'm purchasing tail wraps on a daily basis just to keep my roan's tail intact.  I would just put the roan in the other pen with my three other geldings, but that would be tight for them and the roan has domination issues with my black gelding in the other pen.  I've tried having the roan's tail sprayed with cribbing prevention sprays that are skin friendly and so on.  I've talked with the previous owner, but that's of no use because the horse was kept in his own stall.  the corral where him and the roan currently reside is quite spacious for two horses. Please help!  Thank you so much for your time! - Sina Kunz, Spanish Fork, UT

Dear Sina,

It sounds like Top may have some behavioral issues and finding out what they are can be a very challenging task.  It may help to study his behavior to find out if he does this for dominance.  Have you seen him in the act to see what he does while chewing other horse's tails?  Does he put his ears back and try to dominate the other horses or is he relaxed while chewing like he is bored?   Have you tried putting any toys in with him as a distraction?  You may need to find a temporary fencing solution to isolate him using straw bales or some other cheap fencing material .  If these options are not successful, I would recommend setting up an appointment with your local veterinarian who could come out and better assess his health and environment as he may have an underlying health problem that could explain this behavior.  An equine behaviorist in your area may be worth pursuing also.  Good luck.  Betsy Mikkelsen, DVM. 

I have a 3 year old standardbred who has just recently started racing.  My problem is that his temperature runs between 97.5 and 98.5 quite often.  He eats well but his energy level seems to be low and he acts colicy but is not. Could this be a thyroid problem?  He has had blood work done and my vet sees nothing wrong but has not checked for thyroid problems as he says the symptoms should be different for thyroid.  Should I insist on this test being done or is there something else I should be checking. – Pat

Dear Pat,

Thyroid problems in a 3 year old racing Standardbred who shows signs of colic would not be my first concern.  Stress, especially in heavily trained horses, often leads to gastric ulcers; a much more likely cause for colic.  Talk with your veterinarian about pursing gastroendoscopy, which is the best tool we have to diagnose these ulcers in the stomach.  You could also try using omeprazole, which is sold as Gastrogard for 30 days to see if the colic signs resolve.  Unfortunately, omeprozole is not cheap so scoping his stomach might be easier on your pocketbook if you find he does not have them.  Ulcers in the right dorsal colon may also be present but at this time our profession has no way of diagnosing or treating them antemortem.  Normal temperatures in horses range between 99.5 and 101 for the average horse.  Some horses' temperatures may be naturally higher or lower than other just like peoples' temperatures.  Higher temperatures that coincide with depression and anorexia are more concerning than lower temperatures.  Best of luck, Betsy Mikkelsen, DVM.  

My mare cross canters on one lead but not the other when out loose and will buck when trotted while being ridden. I know she is stiff when it's cold out. Could she have arthritis? – Tonya

Dear Tonya,

It is definitely possible that your mare has arthritis as this disease is present in all animals who overexert their joints.  Talk with your veterinarian about your concerns and your observations so that he or she may perform a lameness evaluation to localize where your mare is sore.  Your veterinarian may need to perform nerve blocks in order to find the exact location of the lameness.  Once a location has been established, he or she may decide to take radiographs (x-rays) to help define the degree of the arthritis if bony involvement is suspected or an ultrasound evaluation if a soft tissue lesion is suspected.  Your veterinarian may recommend treatments varying from joint injections, shock wave therapy, or joint supplements.  Arthritis is not a curable disease but it can be a managable one and does require a lot of patience.   Good luck, Tonya.  Betsy Mikkelsen, DVM.   

 

 
My friends horse has a dent over his left eye..no swelling or cuts..just a dent about one half inch deep.... any info will be very helpful. - Thank You, Ermina

Dear Ermina,

Without looking at the eye, it is difficult to say why a dent is present over the left eye and not the right eye.  Possible causes range from past trauma, muscular defects to neurological defects and nutritional deficiencies.  Basically, anything that affects the muscles, nerves, and/or connective tissue could leave a scar that you described.  Betsy Mikkelsen, DVM. 
