Protestors Rally Over Threats to Texas Agriculture


On Friday, March 2, the 171st anniversary of  Texas independence - Texans from across the state made their way up Congress Avenue to the Texas Capitol to protest against the Trans Texas Corridor (TTC) and the National Animal Identification System (NAIS).  Both NAIS and TTC place undue burden on small farmers and livestock owners in Texas.


In 2006 the Texas Legislature gave the Texas Animal Health Commission the authority to require livestock owners to register their land and listing the types of animals on that land. The law would have been made compulsory in 2006, but was put on hold until this year because of the public outcry against NAIS, but the Texas Animal Health Commission can make the program mandatory.


Voluntary now, registering under the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s NAIS would allow officials to trace the movement of diseased livestock or poultry within 48 hours. Many Texas livestock owners believe USDA is using scare tactics regarding disease and bio-terrorism. 

The city dwellers in Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, Austin and San Antonio don’t believe NAIS affects them.  They are wrong.  With the increased cost registering premises and tagging animals – everyone who purchases products such as eggs, milk, meat and poultry will see a price increase at the grocery store check out line.

“We want to send a message to our state government that the people of the State of Texas don’t wan the Trans-Texas Corridor or the National Animal Identification System,” said Hank Gilbert, the 2006 Democratic Party candidate for Texas Agriculture Commissioner.

Many protesting TTC are in fear that our state leaders are all but giving away Texas to a foreign Spanish company for toll roads.  The Spanish company, Cintra would build some of the state’s toll roads under a 50-year contract. 

The network of tollways, railroads and utility corridors proposed by Gov. Rick Perry, threatens farmers and livestock owners who would have to surrender some of their land.  What would the cost be to rural Texans for ten vehicle lanes, six rail tracks, utilities, pipelines, state concessions (gas stations, restaurants, motels, stores, warehouses, etc.) all on 4,000 miles of toll roads that will consume more than one-half million acres of Texas?  The cost is far too much.  


The TTC is very wide; to cross the corridor quarter-mile long overpasses will be built.  Landowners who will lose some of their property to the TTC will have to drive a good distance to get to their property on the other side of the TTC.


The Trans Texas Corridor is one of many things that threaten our freedom,” State Rep. Louis Kolkhorse said.  “This is not a Republican or Democrat issue, this is a Texas issue.  We’re going to take our roads, our state and our nation back!”


For more information on NAIS, visit the Texas Animal Health Commission’s web site at www.tahc.state.tx.us or USDA’s site on NAIS at www.usda.gov/NAIS or visit the Farm and Ranch Freedom Alliance web site at www.farmandranchfreedom.org.


For more information on the TTC, visit www.keeptexasmoving.com, www.corridorwatch.com, www.satollparty.com, www.texastollparty.com or www.trughbetolled..

