Foal Loss
We have lost three foals this season with no conceivable reason.  Three different mare, two different stallions, two different farms.  All had the same symptoms, very weak, particularly in the front legs, unable to stand and odd profuse growth of hair in the frogs of the hoof.  They eat well if bottle fed but do not gain strength.  Please help. – Kathi Rohde

Dear Kathi,

                You do not state where you are from and this could be helpful knowledge also. My biggest concern with what you are describing would probably be Equine Herpes Virus also known as Rhinopneumonitis. Were the mares vaccinated on the 5th, 7th and 9th month of pregnancy with a Rhino vaccine?  Was a necropsy done on any of the foals? Rhino can cause mares to have weak foals that live for varying amounts of time. There are many causes of abortion that could be investigated. EVA, Rhino, MRLS, other viral and bacterial infections can cause abortion and/or weak foals. I would do a complete reproductive exam on all three mares including uterine culture and biopsy. I would also make sure the mares are current on all vaccines before and during pregnancy. If any do abort or have weak foals I would do a full necropsy on fetus and placenta to try to determine a cause. - Good luck, Dr. Martin
Too Old to Breed?

Dear Dr. Mike

I have a 20-year-old mare that is good health and has three foals.  The last foal was seven years ago.  I would like to breed her is she told to breed. – Cheryl Darden 

Dear Cheryl,

                   This mare would definitely fit into the category of advanced maternal age. Having said this there are many mares her age and older that do conceive and have healthy babies. I would do a complete reproductive exam on her before breeding her. If she is in good health and her reproductive tract seems healthy I would have no reservations about breeding her. Keep in mind that she is 20 years old. Some of these mares will get in foal immediately and some will not conceive even if they look healthy! Good Luck - Dr. Martin

Stool Consistency
I have an 8-year-old. Off the track Thoroughbred I bought just after he turned 5.  Two months after I bought him he had a displaced colon, which resulted in impaction colic and had to have surgery. Since then his stool has been of cow patty consistency or looser.  When my vet did a fecal sample she said she couldn't find anything wrong with it, no parasites, nothing.  I keep him on a regular worming schedule; he gets fed pelleted grain, no sugars, a mixture of timothy and alfalfa hay and electrolytes.  He drinks plenty of water also.  But sometimes I notice he gets really gassy and has hyper motility sounds in his gut but has not coliced since.  However I am concerned about his stool consistency.  What do you think the problem may be? - Christa
 

Dear Christa,

It would be a good idea to first talk to the surgeon who performed the surgery as a colon resection and anastomosis may have been performed.  If this is the case the colon would not be able to absorb as much water leading to loose stools.  If the surgery was not complicated, further diagnostic tests such as intestinal absorption tests, rectal examination, ultrasound of the abdomen, bloodwork, and abdominocentesis may be indicated.  These tests will provide information regarding intestinal function, structural anatomy, liver, kidney, and muscle enzyme function, red and white blood cell function, and abdominal fluid analysis.  These tests will help rule out internal diseases that may provide a diagnosis for your horse.  Best of luck, Dr. Betsy Mikkelsen.
 
Swollen Knee
 
I have a 6-year-old paint mare and one morning we noticed her left front knee was swollen. We see no signs of injury and she doesn’t limp and runs okay.  Should I be seeking our vet?  It is costly since we do live so many miles away from a vet we get charged greatly just to come out this way on top of other charges. – Susan (dated 8/31/07)
 
Dear Susan,

Since swelling in the knee is not normal and if it has not resolved over time, I would advise you to talk with your local veterinarian as a lameness exam with radiographs and an ultrasound may be indicated.  Your veterinarian will be able to locate where the swelling is coming from and will be able to provide a prognosis for your horse's future use.  Good luck.  Dr. Betsy Mikkelsen.
 

Healing Supplement for a Hair-line Fracture
 
I was taking my 14-year-old barrel horse to a barrel race when another horse double barreled him in his right elbow.  We went straight to the local vet, and he determined through x-rays that there was a hair-line fracture, but it did not go all the way into the joint.  I was advised to put him in the stall for at least 6 months and then have it x-rayed again around 3 months.  He also said not to let him walk around in the stall, but I really cannot stop him from moving all together.  He does move around some, and every step he makes seems very strong and as though it is healing very well.  The question I have for you though is do you know of any supplements I could give him to help with the healing process and just his overall health?  I also wanted to ask if after he will ever be close to where he was before the fracture?  I have never really heard of a barrel horse getting a fracture, and then being close to how they were before it ever happened. Thank you very much for your time. – Jenna Burpo

  Dear Jenna,

                   You fail to mention how long ago the injury occurred. Has the horse had follow- up radiographs since the original ones? Has the horse ever been lame? If the horse is on a good balanced diet he should not need any supplements. If you are concerned I would probably add a good calcium/ phosphorus supplement. We use one called Osteoform but there are several products out there that are available. I cannot sit hear and say that the supplement will make the horse heal better or faster but it might! If it has been long enough, the fracture could have possibly already healed. Depending on the nature of the fracture and the specific location in the elbow it is possible that it could heal well enough to continue on as an athlete. Good Luck, Dr. Martin
