Hello I am currently looking at a coming 2 year old to purchase for a Hunt Seat horse. As a yearling the colt cracked his splint bone but it was not displaced and did not require any surgery to repair it. The owner said it swelled up but he was never lame on it. What concerns should I have about this? If I re x-ray it will that tell me if the splint bone has healed okay? Thank you for your time, Erin

Dear Erin,

Radiographs could certainly help determine rather or not the fracture has healed, which it sounds that it has.  However, a bony exostosis or callous can form due to splint bone fractures and these can sometimes cause impingement on the soft tissues on the back of the leg, particularly the suspensory ligament.  A thorough exam is indicated and an ultrasound might be warranted as well.  If there is bone putting pressure on the tendons and ligaments it could cause lameness.  Even so, a vast majority of splint bone problems do not cause any problem at all. – Dr. Symm

 
My horse has a breathing problem. I say it that way because it is not all the time. I have been told he has a fleshy palate, and that sometime his esophagus gets stuck on it. However when I hold my hand over his left nostril he is quite. When he gets very excited and over exerts himself. Such as a trail ride with other horses, he gets very loud and after the ride I have noticed a heave line. As soon as her relaxes and calms down it goes away. My vet does not think he is a roarer because it is not all the time.  He doesn't want to scope him because he thinks it is a palate issue but I can't seem to get it to dislodge. What could it be? Dennie

Dear Dennie,

There are many different structures that can lead to airway noise and dysfunction.  The upper respiratory tract is a common cause of inspiratory and expiratory noise.  Dysfunction of the soft palate can be challenging to diagnose, however a resting endoscopic exam would be helpful to rule some of the other causes of respiratory noise out.  If a diagnosis is not reached with the resting exam a treadmill exam could also be useful. – Dr. Symm
 
My seemingly healthy 3 yr old gelding was vet checked for a pending sale. The vet found a heart murmur and after strenuous exercise said there was a significant irregular heartbeat on his right side. 

He has not been exercised regularly as he is not under saddle and it’s the dead of winter with 4 feet of snow on the ground. He appears extremely healthy.
How concerned should I be? What if anything should I do for him? How will this affect his life span? Should I not market him for sale? Thanks you very much, Lisa
Dear Lisa,

Most heart murmurs and arrhythmias do not cause problems, but there are some that can cause exercise intolerance and lead to poor health.  A thorough cardiac exam including echocardiography, or an ultrasound of the heart, and an ECG might determine rather or not your horse has a non-pathogenic problem. – Dr. Symm
I have a 17+-year-old appendix, which up until now has been "healthy as a horse" (sorry for the pun). I am not sure of his exact age because he doesn't have papers. He has always been a very willing, honest horse. I am working with a vet who is scratching her head as to what his problem is. Looking back, symptoms may have started a couple months ago, but only became obvious in the last two weeks. Here is a rough timeline: Prior to 2/3/08 Kicks when groomed around flank area, both sides before being ridden and kicks when asked to pick rear right hoof. After riding easy to groom and pick all hooves. 2/3/08 Difficult to mount. Kicks when asked to move hind to left. Rears when going through soggy area. Would not let me pick right rear hoof after riding. 2/5/08 Chiropractor sees him says he is sore at base of withers, which she doesn’t think is saddle soreness because after she works on him it seems to be relieved. Notes that he is very sore beneath floating ribs on both sides. 2/8/08 I do not ride because he kicks when I try to groom girth and flank area, both sides. He is eating hay and I am messaging right shoulder. He turns and bites me. 2/14/08 Vet examines Eli. She checks hooves, soundness, teeth, temperature, fecal sample, blood, gut sounds. When her assistant lunges him to either side he rears, bucks, and jumps with all four feet off the ground. He is a little worse to the right.

Her possible diagnosis and reasons why she isn’t sure of them or has rules them out: Ulcers: Fecal sample says no; Tying up: blood work rules this out; ESPM: Occurs in younger horses, and change in diet. Horses are unable to cross-pelvic line. Eli is able to cross back legs no problem. EPT: Affects neurological awareness. Eli passes with flying colors. Tends to attack one side. Eli’s soreness is on both sides.

I am sorry this is so long; I'm just looking for any and all wisdom. Thank you for caring. Liz

Dear Liz,

It sounds like there could be many different causes for the behavior that Eli is exhibiting.  I would recommend a complete and thorough lameness exam.  One potential possibility for an orthopedic cause for the lameness could be upward fixation of the patella.  Nerve and or joint blocks could be used to help rule out other causes for the lameness.  Unfortunately with such signs it can be difficult determining exactly what is causing the lameness and your veterinarian might be left with trying multiple things before any one thing is met with success.  The fecal blood test for ulcers is not very sensitive and it might be a good idea to either scope Eli’s stomach or empirically treat for ulcers if they are a suspicion. – Dr. Symm
