Losing Hair on Hind Legs

I have a mare that foaled 10 days ago she has had trouble with back legs and now she is loosing her hair and I don’t know what to do. First they said she had straw burn, took that out and she is still loosing her hair and having trouble with legs. I am at my wits end help. – Sharon, submitted via HorseGazette.com

It is not uncommon for mares to exhibit some signs of ataxia or clumsiness in the back legs after foaling, particularly if the mare had any difficulty or labor was prolonged. Sometimes if mares are not washed off after foaling they can get some skin scalding and lose some hair from the normal foaling discharge. However, if you are still having problems with ataxia and scalding 10 days after foaling you should consult with a veterinarian and get a neurologic evaluation. Also, the veterinarian might want to know what you are and have been feeding your mare. Sometimes feeding sorghum grasses can cause mares to develop hind limb ataxia and to develop cystitis, which can result in significant scalding of the perineum.

Drainage from old Wound

I have a horse who got caught in barbed wire last fall.  A barb stuck in her shoulder and peeled a flap of skin back about 3 inches.  I had the flap sewn back down, and it healed beautifully without a scar.  However, for the past couple of months there has been a small amount of clear odorless drainage at the point where the barb initially penetrated.  I asked my vet and they said not to worry about it, but now she has started behaving differently. She still seems healthy in every way, her coat shines, she eats great (maybe too great, she is an easy keeper and is lots fatter than the others) but she seems listless, and doesn’t want to work when I am riding her.  She also separates herself from the others.  I tried getting her bred by AI last summer, but she came up open at the 15 day ultrasound, and has been coming into heat regularly since then.  Is it possible that the ultrasound was wrong, or do you think her behaviour is due to an infection?  Thanks! Adele, submitted via HorseGazette.com

It is unlikely that the ultrasound was wrong if a veterinarian performed the ultrasound exam. Also, if the mare is showing signs of heat it is very likely that the mare is indeed open or not pregnant. Certainly an infection could cause a horse to act depressed and exhibit the type of behavior you are describing, but typically horses that have an infection of some sort will go off feed and develop a fever. If possible you should ask your veterinarian to examine the horse and possibly check blood work to make sure there is not an infection. Also, it would not be a bad idea to do a recheck exam and if the mare is open do a uterine culture, biopsy and cytology to try and determine the mare’s reproductive status.

Buggy Ears

There are bugs flying out of my pony’s ear and we have just noticed this now and the bugs are causing irritation and bleeding. What are these bugs called so I can get medication for my pony? – Carol Pitts, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Depending upon what part of the country you live in and what time of year it is there could be many different insects harassing your horse’s ears. Often a pymethrin based fly repellent cream applied around the edges of the ears will be sufficient to repel most insects. However, if the sores in the ears are significant enough they might require veterinary attention for examination, treatment and prevention of getting worse.

No Diagnosis on Death of Horse

The horse has been put down.   Q was a NSH.  Age 14.  He was asymetrical - head and tail slightly cocked  to the left.  Hard to keep on weight.  Cinchy.   But a wonderful around horse to ride.  He was awesome as a 4H horse.    Q was ridden one day for several hours.  The next morning, he could not raise his head - yet continued to eat.  He appeared to be slightly swollen at the throat.  Within 30 minutes he was on the ground, having difficulty breathing.  A vet had been called - we had to wait about an hour.  In the meantime, his trainer and a neighbor put a tube down his nose to assist his breathing.  When the vet arrived, he was immediately given 4 - 5 shots. Not sure exactly what - something to assist respiration, cortisone, diuretic, . . .. ?    Breathing appeared to improve.  No temperature.  Slightly raised heart rate.  But not with it.  In about an hour, he was still down, seemed to perk up a little.  He recognized there were people around.  Then he struggled to get up.  He would fall hard.  The vet had left, but then came back in about 1.5 hours.  In his falling, he hit himself in the face with his own hind leg.  Twice he fell hard - face straight into the ground. Vet noticed - no muscle 'twitch' in the back half of his body.  He could move but couldn't feel? Finally in his falling, he broke his leg, and had to be put down.  His head cradled in his 18 year old owner's lap.  No blood work was sent to the lab.  No diagnosis.  Perhaps some sort of allergic reaction?  He was put down about 3 weeks ago - so we haven't seen the bill to see if there is any more information.  We only have 2 large animal vets in town, and I really don't like either one. This one DOESN'T TALK!  What could happen like this so fast?  (This whole awful ordeal took about 4.5 hours)What could this possibly be?  Thanks. Kris, submitted via HorseGazette.com

There are a plethora of things that could have resulted in the untimely death of this horse, but the best chances of ascertaining what actually lead to his demise is contacting the veterinarian that examined and treated the horse.

