I have a 2 yr mare whose nasal area on her face has swelled and is soft on both sides. It runs 2 to 3 inches up where her nasal passages would be. This just developed about the last few weeks. Would penicillin help this? There is no running, she eats, but is the "bottom" horse and often is left waiting for her turn at the hay. I gave her ivermectin in Oct and Nov, but she still doesn't gain weight. Up until last month our pastures were really full, so I did not grain my horses. They have hay at all times.

I have another 3 yr mare that has a hard lump on both sides of her face about middle ways. Would the development of teeth cause that? - Suzanne Sturgell, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Dear Suzanne,


Bilateral hard bumps, especially along the lower jaw of a younger horse, are most likely eruption cysts which are perfectly normal and will eventually disappear as the permanent teeth erupt.  With regards to the first horse, swelling in the nasal region of the muzzle can be due to a number of different causes. While an infection could be the cause of the swelling, I would expect there to be other clinical signs such as nasal discharge, fever and decreased appetite. Bloodwork might also indicate the presence of an infection. Gastric ulcers could be a possible cause for her poor body condition and inability to gain weight. Gastroscopy or scoping her stomach would be a definitive way to diagnose stomach ulcers. If this is a seasonal occurrence, then another possible cause could be an allergic reaction. This last is probably the most difficult to prove and would be more of a diagnosis of elimination of other causes. While penicillin, in the correct dosage, would probably not hurt the horse, I would recommend that you first have your veterinarian determine there are no other inciting causes and confirm by a fecal float that your deworming program is working. – Dr. Symm

Hi, I have a 8 month old half-Dutch filly who developed as ulcer at 4 months after being weaned. Was treated ASAP and soon was back eating like a pig! She is VERY active and bright. My problem is I think she is not gaining weight like she should. Has good free choice hay and is on roughly 7 pounds of feed (divided into 3 feedings) daily. She lacks muscle development. Have her on a 16% foal feed. Also add 3/4 of a cup of soya oil to her feed. Any ideas?  Thanks. - Jill Phillips, submitted via www.HorseGazette.com

Dear Jill,

Balanced nutrition for a growing weanling is essential not just for weight gain, but for bone and joint development. Weanlings should be fed 2-2.5% of their body weight a day with 60-70% of those calories being from forage or hay. In addition to the correct nutrition, a regular deworming and vaccination program will contribute to healthy weight gain. Overall, weanlings approaching 12 months do slow in growth rate from the previous 6 months. Weight gain and coat development are often the result of an increase in fat content of the feed, and horses usually tolerate an increase in fat very well. While soya oil is one way to add this, you can also try rice bran and corn oil mixed in with the grain.  Assuming that “half-Dutch” is referring to a Dutch Warmblood, she will take longer to move past the awkward phase and truly round into form, especially in relation to more precocious breeds like quarter horses. The lack of muscle development may be a consequence of this characteristic, especially if she is acting bright and is active, and is otherwise healthy. She can be judiciously exercised or allowed ample turn-out to help develop the muscles further.  Another factor that should be considered is the presence of other horses where she is being fed. Is she actually getting to eat all the feed that you are giving her? As she has developed ulcers in the past, I suggest speaking to your veterinarian about possibly using a preventative dose of omeprazole or another anti-ulcer medication to help her gain weight. One last factor could be a nervous nature that is causing a higher metabolic rate. If this is the case, then increased turn-out or other training methods to calm her down may help with weight gain. – Dr. Symm

My cousin’s 24-28 year old pony "C.B." has been shedding abnormally. It is still cold out, and whenever you stroke him a big clump of his hair falls out. his shoulder, part of his back, and the sides of his barrel are almost completely bare except for a small layer of very thin hair. He seems to be acting totally normal, except when it gets cold; he will shiver (which is to be expected with the limited amount of hair he has right now). Normally he will have this very this warm coat. The vet suggested it was ringworm, but there are no little circular patches. He has a bit of dandruff, but I don’t think that would make him shed that much. Please help me. What should I do and what do you think is wrong? – Amy Tschiger, submitted via www.HorseGazette.com
Dear Amy,

Many different things can cause loss of hair in a horse, including parasitic, fungal, allergic, nutritional, metabolic, and idiopathic (unknown) causes. A good way to attempt to isolate what is causing the hair loss in your horse would be by having your veterinarian perform a culture and skin biopsy. These tests may give information regarding the cause of the disorder, especially if it is a fungal or parasitic infection.  While good diagnostic tests, they are not infallible and may give no answer to the question of what is causing this hair loss. A diet including a pelleted senior feed may be easier for him to digest and may help his hair coat. Additional supplements high in fat, like corn oil, might be helpful as well. It is also a good idea to consult with your veterinarian regarding any dietary changes, getting baseline bloodwork, having him dewormed and having his teeth examined as these may all be contributing factors. – Dr. Symm


I just got a AQHA 2-yr old gelding with a "lame" LH foot. He came up lame 1-yr ago at the ranch where he originally came from. No injuries known. I got him 2-weeks ago. I took him into my vet for xrays and exam. He has high ringbone and a possible infection. I was told to soak in epson salts every night (which we are doing). He had some heat originally, especially after turn out. So we have him in a 12x24 rubber matted stall and the heat was gone last night. Is there a place that I can post his xrays and pictures of both hind feet, soles, etc., to have vets look at?

I really think there is more going on than what my vet thinks. - Thank you, Sabrina, submitted via www.HorseGazette.com

Dear Sabrina,


The best advice I can give you regarding your gelding is to continue further diagnostics with your veterinarian and attempt to localize the source of the lameness. This includes things such as potentially blocking different parts of the foot and limb to try to isolate where the pain is coming from. Once the area of highest suspicion is found, additional diagnostics such as radiographs or ultrasound would potentially be indicated. If the area continues to be difficult to identify, taking the horse in for diagnostics such as a bone scan, MRI or CT of the affected limbs, while pricey, could yield the most information for you.  Radiographs can be sent to a specialist if desired.  This usually comes with a nominal consultation fee for their time and expertise. – Dr. Symm

