I have a 22-year-old Arabian mare that I have used in endurance and CTR since she was 5.  She is in excellent condition.  Is she too old to consider breeding her for the first time?  Not doing this for money she has been my soul mate on the trails and I would like to have something of hers. Thanks for your input.  Sandy, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Dear Sandy,

Advanced age does not necessarily mean there will be increased risks to a mare that has never been bred or carried a foal.  However, older mares that have never been bred may have more trouble becoming pregnant compared to younger maiden mares.  Thorough physical and reproductive exams by an equine veterinarian should be performed before breeding your mare.  Those exams will guide your veterinarian’s recommendations. – Dr. Symm

Hello, A Horse I am working with has Bad dandruff. And when you look at her there are huge flakes. I have tried brushing it out and bathing her with different shampoos, but it still isn't working. Is there a cheap way to deal with the dandruff? – Dayna, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Dear Dayna,

Dandruff can be a result of normal variation in the individual horse, a disease process, or exposure to substances which dry out the skin.  Dandruff will often respond to special shampoos, since these shampoos have not worked well for you, it is a good idea to have your horse evaluated by an equine veterinarian.  He or she may have specific recommendations which may include diagnostics, treating a disease and/or limiting exposure to substances which may be contributing to your horse’s skin condition. – Dr. Symm

My 18-year-old gelding, is losing hair around the face, first started around the eyes. Why? – Ric, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Dear Ric,

The hair loss you are describing may be the result of an allergy, skin infection, hormone imbalance, or several other possible explanations.  Having your horse looked at by an equine veterinarian should give you more answers.  He or she may recommend a skin scraping, or skin biopsy.  Many skin conditions will often respond to simple treatments, without ever knowing the exact cause. – Dr. Symm

My horse has had a spot on her right shoulder that has been oozing for a while now. It smells really bad. Its not an open wound and has no knot underneath it. I have tried to squeeze some puss out but nothing. When I have squeezed it she will look over at me like it hurts a little but it’s not a severe pain. How can I treat this? – Jenny, submitted via HorseGazette.com

Dear Jenny,

Your veterinarian needs to examine your horse.  Diagnostics may include ultrasound, x-rays, and/or a culture.  Treatment may include removing a possible foreign object, flushing the wound with a dilute Betadine solution, making the opening bigger, packing the wound with gauze soaked in dilute Betadine solutions, and/or antibiotics. – Dr. Symm
